FACE Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic

Vaccination Definitions and Recommendations
Cats

Rabies – Must be at least 12 weeks of age prior to administration.

a fatal virus which attacks the central nervous system of animals and people.

Law requires vaccinating annually. 
FVRCPC (feline 4 in 1)  Kittens must be at least 6 weeks of age prior to administration

             
Booster every 3-4 weeks until 16 weeks of age and at 1 year

Booster every 3 years after kitten series and 1 year booster


FVR – Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis – a virus which severely affects the eyes and respiratory system.

C – Calicivirus – a virus which affects the upper respiratory system.

P – Panleukopenia – an often fatal Parvovirus which causes severe vomiting and diarrhea.

C – Chlamidiosis – a bacterial disease which affects the eyes and respiratory system.

Feline Leukemia (FELV) – a life-threatening virus which can take several forms.  These include immunosuppression, cancer and death.  Vaccination is not efficacious on Feline Leukemia Virus positive cats.

Thus, proper testing is recommended prior to initial vaccination. 

Negative FELV test recommended prior to vaccination

Must be at least 8 weeks of age prior to administration

Booster 3-4 weeks following initial vaccine

Vaccinate annually for pets that are outdoors and/or with a history of exposure to other cats of unknown   FELV status.

Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV) – a life-threatening virus which causes immunosuppression.  Testing is recommended annually for outdoor cats and as needed for indoor cats exposed to other cats of unknown FIV status. 

A vaccine against FIV exists; however, it is not available through the FACE Clinic.

Internal Parasites

Cats

Most common internal parasites are roundworms, hookworms, and tapeworms.  These parasites can be present for long periods prior to any abnormal gastrointestinal signs.  



De-Worming



Kittens



Every 2 weeks until 12 weeks old, then again at 16 weeks.



Cats



Worm 1 to 4 times per year if not on Heartworm Preventative.



Worm 1 time per year if taking Heartworm Preventative.

Heartworm Testing and Preventative

Cats

Heartworms are a type of roundworm transmitted by mosquitoes that develop in the heart of cats.  Like humans, cats will only contract 1-2 adult heartworms.  However, cats’ arteries and veins are relatively small compared to the size of adult heartworms.  When these worms die and break up, they can lodge in a cat’s main arteries, leading to extreme sickness and death. 


Maintain administration of monthly preventative year round


Must be at least 6 weeks of age prior to administration



External Parasites

Fleas – 
can cause sever allergic skin reactions and anemia in pets.  Fleas can transmit tapeworms.

Ticks –   most commonly located in wooded areas.  Ticks can transmit Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain 

Spotted Fever; they can cause paralysis as well as painful skin lesions.

Maintain on Flea and Tick control during flea and tick season.  Fleas are only killed outside with a 


hard frost, but can live year round inside the home.
